
 
 

Dear Sir, 

 

Your article «Catalonia’s unconstitutional means to an undesirable end» states that Catalonia 

«has more self-government than almost any other region in Europe, including powers to 

protect the Catalan language». This is inaccurate. Spain’s basic laws, passed by the Spanish 

parliament to «harmonize» legislation across the State, are very detailed, leaving little room 

for self-government on important issues.  

 

With regard to the Catalan language, your point on self-government is especially flawed. 

Spanish institutions have never regarded plurilingualism as something to cherish but rather as 

a threat to their idea of a uniformly Castilian Spain. This conception of the State has been 

dominant in Spain for centuries, it persists at the moment and nothing suggests this will 

change in the future. Castilian is Spain’s only official state language and the State obliges all 

citizens to know it. Furthermore, the main Spanish parties have consistently blocked Catalan 

from being an official language of the European Union. All this is used to protect the privilege 

of civil servants’ in Catalan-speaking regions not to understand the language of the population 

they purportedly serve. In contrast, no Catalan civil servant has a right not to know Spanish, be 

it in Catalonia or elsewhere. On top of that, Catalan speakers do not have a right to address 

public institutions with power over their lives that are not located in Catalan-speaking areas in 

their own language, as does happen in countries where linguistic rights of all populations are 

fully respected and all languages are official at state level (Switzerland, Belgium, Finland or 

Canada). The Council of Europe has admonished the Spanish State about its discrimination of 

Catalan speakers and its violation of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages 

on more than one occasion (https://rm.coe.int/16806f0658).  

 

Even those rights that are expressly acknowledged by law to Catalan speakers are often 

trespassed on. In fact, our organization presents every year a compilation of instances of 

discrimination suffered by Catalan speakers at the hands of Spanish officials in the Catalan-

speaking territories (see the attached document). These cases usually reveal a supremacist 

view of languages and their speakers by the Spanish bureaucracy (especially among the 

judiciary and the police corps) and are hardly ever sanctioned. 

 

https://rm.coe.int/16806f0658


 
 

 

To conclude, it is necessary to highlight the high degree of discrimination that Catalan speakers 

suffer in the judiciary. The Spanish law does not guarantee the right to hold a trial in Catalan 

and, as a consequence, Catalan speakers are forced to speak Spanish whenever a judge does 

not understand Catalan (you can check the second attached document for more information 

on this and other instances of discrimination in the judiciary). 

 

If you wish to have a conversation with us to get more information on this issue, please do not 

hesitate to contact us.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Òscar Escuder i de la Torre 

President of Plataforma per la Llengua 

www.plataforma-llengua.cat  

http://www.plataforma-llengua.cat/

